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THIS UNDATED PHOTOGRAPH IS PROBABLY FROM THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY.  IT SHOWS A YORK BOAT BEING PROPELLED BOTH BY OARS 
AND A SQUARE SAIL.  THE MAST AND SAIL WOULD BE ONLY BE RIGGED 
WHEN THERE WAS A FOLLOWING WIND TO GIVE AN ASSIST TO THE 
OARSMEN.  A DESCRIPTION OF YORK BOATS STARTS ON PAGE 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                 THE YORK BOAT 
 
The York boat was a major freight hauler for the Hudson’s Bay Company when that 
company’s main business was the fur trade.  Like the “bateau” discussed last month it 
was built of planks.  The planked construction was sturdier and gave a greater carrying 

capacity than the freight 
canoes used by the Bay 
Company as well as the 
rival Northwest Company.  
The painting reproduced on 
the left shows one of the 
HBC freight canoes. 
 
The York boat traced its 
lineage back to the fishing 
boats used in the Orkney 
Islands.  About 1749 the 

HBC had recruited boat builders from Orkneys who copied the design of the boats of 
their homeland, which had in turn been derived from the Viking longships. 
    
The first of the “York” boats was built at Albany House on James Bay for use on the 
Albany River.  In fact the name York boat didn’t appear until the 1880’s when they were 
named for York Factory, the Hudson’s Bay Company headquarters on Hudson Bay.  The 
flat bottom was similar to the bateau but the bow and stern were canted up at a sharp 
angle to make it easier to drag the boat up on shore.  The average life of a York Boat was 
only about three trips so it was necessary for the company to build five to ten new boats 
each year.  There were several locations from James Bay to Fort Chipewyan where York 
boats were built.  One of these was Fort Edmonton.  Their first York boat was built in 
1795.  A typical Edmonton boat had a two to three ton carrying capacity and had a crew 
of six to eight. 

      AN OLD PHOTOGRAPH OF A TRIO OF YORK BOATS UNDER SAIL 
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LAST MEETING 
 
There were just five members in attendance at the February meeting of the Alberta Ship 
Model Society.  Fortunately one of them was our treasurer, Alan Thain, who hasn’t been 
able to attend for a few meetings.  Alan pointed out that we are paying about $10 per 
month in bank charges even though there is almost zero activity on the account.  There 
must be a less expensive banking arrangement.  We could probably get by with keeping 
our cash in a sock, but it was felt we should have a bank account to help the treasurer.  
Alan was authorized to search for a better arrangement and to convert our banking to the 
best option. 
 
Alan also drew our attention to the show that the Alberta Antiques society will be holding 
on Easter weekend (Good Friday is 6 April).  There is the possibility for us to exhibit 
some of our work there if we can assemble enough models to make a decent display and 
if there is room for us.  All Members – Please phone Alan (780-464-6622) before our 
March meeting and let him know (1) if you would be willing to participate, either by 
bringing models and/or by tending our exhibit, and (2) which models you could bring. 
 
Lorne Yacuk is pruning his library and mentioned one item which he thought might be 
rare – it is an early edition of a book written by John Jellicoe, the Royal Navy admiral 
from World War I and includes his story of the naval Battle of Jutland.  Lorne received 
lots of advice about how he could put the book up for sale.  (Lorne tells me he has 
decided to keep it!) 
 
ON THE WAYS 

Patrick Henry was pleased to report that 
final painting of his IJN Yamato was about 
80% complete so he is almost finished work 
on that model.  Now he is trying to get ready 
for his next masterpiece.  He showed a 
recently acquired Academy kit for a 1:350 
model of HMS Warspite.  Patrick also 
brought in a kit of detail parts from a Korean 
company (Pontosmodel?) made specially for 
the Warspite including not only finely made 
photo etch but also some plastic pieces and a 
thin wood veneer deck marked with 
planking and other details.  Patrick also 
showed similar 1:350 detail part kits for 
models of HMS Dreadnaught (kit reviewed 
in the December 2011 “Knots &Splices”) 
and the French submarine Surcouf  (picture 
of Hobby Boss model at left). 
                                  (Continued on Page 4) 
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 ON THE WAYS                                                                   (Continued from Page 3) 

 
Jim Patrick brought his model of a 41½ foot RAF seaplane tender which he has now 
completed, ready for trials on some suitable body of water.  A couple of views of the 
model (from a kit by Adamcraft, at 1:16 scale) are shown above.  Jim has floated the 
model in a tub and the ballast and balance bring the waterline to the correct level.  He 
also demonstrated that the motor & propeller and rudder respond appropriately to the 
radio signal.  Now he has to wait for spring! 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Our next meeting will be at 7:00 pm on 21 March at McNally Senior High School.  One 
topic will be the question of whether we make the effort to exhibit at the Antiques Show 
in April.  That would be just two weeks after the meeting, so it is important that every 
member let Alan Thain know before the meeting whether he is willing to take part, how 
many models he could muster and whether he could attend the show for part of the time.  
 

 
                                                                                           Queen Elizabeth Class, as built 
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                              ANNAPOLIS CLASS DESTROYER ESCORTS 

 
The two ships of the Annapolis class of 
destroyer escort had been intended as the 
last two of the Mackenzie class.  They 
were built to the St Laurent design which 
added a hangar and flight deck to 
accommodate anti-submarine Sea King 
helicopters.  Consequently they were 
designated as a separate class.  Both were 
commissioned in 1964, as DDH 265 
Annapolis (above) and DDH 266 Nipigon 
(left). Through most of their service 

Annapolis was based at Esquimalt and Nipigon at Halifax.  During their time in service 
they received upgrades to their radar and electronic warfare systems.  Annapolis was paid 
off in 1996 and sold as artificial reef in 2008.  Nipigon was active a little longer, being 
employed as a trials ship for a new sonar system.  However, she was paid off in 1998 and 
scuttled off Rimouski in 2003. 
     
Some statistics on the class: 
 
Length 366 ft, beam 42 ft, mean draft 23.5 ft, displacement 3475 tons (full load) 
2 water tube boilers, geared turbines, total 30,000 SHP, speed 28 knots  
Complement 11 officers 225 men (and women) 
Armament twin 3” guns, triple barrel anti submarine mortar, homing torpedoes 
Variety of radar, variable depth sonar 
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                                                 THE YORK BOAT              (Continued from Page 2) 
 

 
At least a couple of modern York boats have been built at Fort Edmonton Park. On the 
left is one of these on display at the Park while on the right is another anchored in the 
river.  Old photographs show York boat rowers pushing their oars and facing forward 
while their counterparts today pull on their oars, facing the stern. 
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